
 

 

 

Pathways of Progress: Forging the Way to a Seamlessly Connected and Sustainably 
Supported Mindanao 

As the Philippines and the ASEAN progress toward forging solid regional connectivity, removing 
physical and institutional roadblocks and bottlenecks become a pressing concern. Physical and institutional 
barriers underpin the inability to compete in several sectors and attain sustainable growth. Physical barriers 
encompass inefficiencies pertaining to infrastructure, energy, transportation and ICT support; meanwhile, 
institutional barriers pertain to disorganized and non-transparent policies and regulations. 

While institutional barriers are undoubtedly important, the Philippines and the ASEAN struggle 
more with attaining sustainable infrastructure and seamless logistics. As the urbanization continues to rise 
in the ASEAN, the detrimental effects of poor urban planning and severe traffic congestion become more 
prominent; moreover, high transport, logistic, and customs costs render many firms in the region 
uncompetitive and hinder many ASEAN members from fully modernizing.  

As per the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA), the Philippines has a long way 
to go in terms of infrastructure. Currently, the country lags behind the other four pioneers (Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand) of the ASEAN and evidently struggles with inadequate resource facilities 
and land-based and sea-based transport systems. These problems trap and restrict regions like Mindanao 
from furthering their economic development. The dilemma has been recognized – to enhance Mindanao’s 
position in the national and global economy, Chairperson Luwalhati Antonino of the Mindanao 
Development Authority (MinDA) acknowledges the need to improve physical integration, infrastructure 
and connectivity. As such, MinDa has launched an initiative called the Mindanao Development Corridors 
aimed at improving the region’s infrastructure and logistics to benefit all economic clusters. This marks a 
paradigm shift towards infrastructure investment in Mindanao, consistent with the current 
administration’s “Build, Build, Build” vision. 

While there are now a significant number of projects in progress, merely constructing more roads 
and bridges may not completely address the root problems at hand. Hasty modernization should 
henceforth be avoided by the region; to ensure that Mindanao stays on the right path, the region must 
strive for steady long-term growth over short-term booms in productivity.  To truly attain a sustainably 
supported Mindanao, infrastructure projects must be implemented carefully to ensure the welfare of all 
economic agents. This requires efficient renovation and restoration to extend the lifespan of existing 
infrastructure, as well as the prudent addition of more modern infrastructure. Moreover, increased efforts 
are required to connect Mindanao with the rest of the Philippines; this implies eliminating constraints such 
as high transport costs and weak logistics that hamper the movement of goods across the regional and 
national supply chain. 

Achieving enduring economic development in the Philippines requires the full realization of each 
region’s potential -  and Mindanao is filled with potential just waiting to be tapped. Achieving seamless 
logistics and sustainable infrastructure can put the region at the forefront of productivity and progress. 
With much benefits at stake, it is imperative that accountable and efficient systems be developed for the 
region moving forward. This requires attention, support and vigilance of the public sector, private sector, 
and us – the young economists – to come to fruition. 
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